


Introduction

This presentation 
highlights the activities 

carried out by 
Simbarashe Mukanganise
after attending the 2013 
Intellectual disabilities 

and Community Activities 
training Course in Japan.



About the Participant
0 Simba is a development

practitioner currently attached
to the National Council of
Disabled Persons of Zimbabwe
(NCDPZ) as a development
officer. Lead officer on the UNDP
supported program being
implemented by NCDPZ.

0 Have been working with
disadvantaged groups for more
than 13 years of which the last
five years have been with PWDs

0 Lives in the Metropolitan Town
of Chitungwiza in Zimbabwe

0 A proud father

0 And a Christian



Background

0 Having attended the training in 2013, the main after receiving the
training was to develop an action plan which would be implemented in
the home country of the participant.

0 The sole purpose was to put into practice the skills and knowledge
acquired so that PWDs in that particular would benefit from enhanced
programming.

0 The purpose of this presentation therefore is to highlight activities that
were carried out by the ex participant after attending the training and
how the skills and knowledge gained was put to use.

0 The Activities were carried out in line with the Objectives the
participant set during the training and also implementation done in line
with the agreed strategy.



Overall Objective: To create and promote a community 

that  fully advocates for the sustainable development of 
persons with intellectual disabilities in Zimbabwe.

Specific Objectives:

Raise awareness 
and promote 
intellectual 

disability to the 
community of 

Seke.

Social inclusion 
for 10 persons 

with 
Intellectual 
disability in 

Seke

Influence 
formulation of 

policies that are 
pro intellectual 

disabilities



Target Group

Persons with 
Intellectual 
Disability 

Disadvantaged

Community

• Children and adults  
with Intellectual 

Disability.

• Physical Disability 

• Families of PWDs/IDs
• Citizens 
• Traditional and 

Political Leadership



Strategy

Participatory 
Learning 
Approach

Create awareness and  build positive attitude 
towards intellectual disability

Identify and implement support   
systems using locally available  
resources for PWIDs and the 
Community.

Advocacy and policy reforms on 
Disability issues (including 
Intellectual disability)



Deviations from the original Action plan 
activities

0 There was a major shift in the action plan due to the new political
dispensation. The 2013 elections ushered in a new government

0 Zimbabwe also adopted a new home grown Constitution which created
room for several policy reforms.

0 Thus in order to guarantee sustainable development of persons with
disabilities including those with Intellectual disabilities in Zimbabwe,
the participant carried out activities that focused on the strategic
objective : Influence formulation of policies that are pro intellectual
disability.



Background of Activities Implemented

0 In 2013, NCDPZ advocated for the ratification of the United Nations 
Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities (UNCRPD) which 
was achieved in September 2013 when the Government of Zimbabwe 
signed and ratified the UNCRPD.

0 The next step following the ratification of the UNCRPD is to ensure that 
the government of Zimbabwe harmonizes the laws of the country to the 
UNCRPD. 

0 NCDPZ commissioned a baseline assessment on the laws governing the 
rights of persons with disabilities to identify areas of legislation that 
need to be harmonized to the UNCRPD.

0 The baseline assessment will identify gaps in legislation and provide 
recommendations. In addition, it will culminate in the development of a 
Shadow Disability Bill that will be utilized as an advocacy tool for 
harmonization of laws. 



Activities carried out

0 NCDPZ has held 7 consultative
meetings for Disabled Persons
Organizations in

 Harare,

 Marondera,

 Mutare,

 Bulawayo ,

 Gwanda,

 Chivhu and

 Masvingo.

0 The objectives of the consultative
meetings was to gather input
from persons with disabilities on
issues that affect their rights.

0 And to input into the baseline
assessment on legislation
governing the rights of persons
with disabilities.



Consultative meetings in pictures

Meeting in Marondera with 
Epilepsy Support foundation

Some participants 
with Epilepsy



Consultative meetings in pictures

Mutare Meeting Mutare meeting



Consultative meetings in pictures

Sign language interpretation 
(Mutare Meeting) Mutare Meeting 

Group discussions



Consultative meetings in pictures

Meeting Chivhu Meeting in Chivhu



Consultative meetings in pictures

Participants at Chivhu meeting Traditional leader addressing 
participants in Chivhu



PLA activities

Villagers in Murehwa received trained and after the training they managed to mobilize assistive 
devices through their member of parliament. They also got a piece of land to do market 

gardening.



PWDs in Nyamusosa in Eastern Highlands also received training in PLA. 
Thereafter there were engagements with local traditional leader who allocated 

then land and building from an old District Development Fund premises. 



Pictures show the land and infrastructure donated to the NCDPZ branch by Chief 
Nyamusosa in Eastern Highlands. PWDs had already started utilizing the land as 

evidenced by the ploughing



Through the PLA experience members of the community engaged with the local 
Legislator who pledged to facilitate  Vocational training of 12 PWDs with all 

expenses paid for.



Chief Nyamusosa addressing the gathering after the handover of the and to 
NCDPZ branch. Here we see him making reference to persons with intellectual 

disability and the second photo shows parents of children with intellectual 
disabilities and the children who attended the gathering.



Conclusion

0 These were the activities that I carried out after the training in Japan in
2013.

0 It is the hope that the shadow bill shall will help and provide guidelines
for legislators in Zimbabwe on disability issues there by Influencing the
formulation of policies that effectively promote and protect the rights of
all persons with disabilities in Zimbabwe.




